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Recipes for Healthy Kids Competition Acknowledgement Page 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Food and Nutrition 
Service (FNS) would like to thank the following people and organizations 
for their support of the Recipes for Healthy Kids Competition. The Recipes for 
Healthy Kids Competition provided the perfect opportunity for school nutrition 
professionals, students, parents, chefs, and community members to cook up 
some new ideas and get children excited about making healthy choices. We 
want to thank all of the Recipes for Healthy Kids teams that participated in the 
competition. The teams submitted over 340 recipes for this contest.

United States Department of Agriculture

Janey Thornton, PhD, SNS, Deputy Under Secretary for Food, Nutrition, 
and Consumer Services

Food and Nutrition Service, USDA
Audrey Rowe, Administrator

Project Lead
Ann Hall, MRE, RD, LDN

Project Team   
 

White House

Sam Kass, Assistant White House Chef, Senior Policy Advisor for Healthy 
Food Initiatives, served as the Master of Ceremonies at the Recipes for 
Healthy Kids Competition’s national cook-off at the American Culinary 
Federation (ACF) National Convention.

Food and Nutrition Information Center, National Agricultural 
Library, Agricultural Research Service, USDA

Desiree Stapley, MEd, RD 
Natalie Partridge, MS, RD

Challenge Post

Administered the contest and designed and monitored Web site
Brandon Kessler
Samantha Tse
Colin Nederkoorn

School Nutrition Association (SNA)

Each school day, SNA members take on the challenge 
of serving healthy, nutritious meals to more than 31 
million school children.

Judges
Katie Wilson, PhD, SNS
Helen E. Phillips, SNS
Karen M. Green

Eileen Ferruggiaro, PhD, RD
Tim Vazquez, RD
Heidi Bishop
Sonya Barnes, MS, RD
Sheldon Gordon, MS, RD
Mydina Thabet, MS, RD, LDN
Ebony S. James, MS, RD
Michelle Prettyman, RD, LD
Barbara Jirka, PhD, SNS 
Gwen Holcomb

Erika Pijai, MS, RD
Julie Fort, MPH, RD 
Bruce Alexander
Cheryl Wilson
Jack Currie
Mary Jean Kirchner 
Sherl White
Tama Eliff
Angela Leone, MS, RD
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American Culinary Federation (ACF)

One of its many roles includes serving as the 
official representative for the Chef & Child 
Foundation, founded in 1989, to educate children 
and families in understanding proper nutrition, 
and to be the voice of the culinary industry in its fight against childhood 
hunger, malnutrition, and obesity.

ACF National President
Michael Ty, CEC, AAC

ACF Government Relations Committee Chair
Damian Martineau, AAC
                                                                                                                                                      
Judges
Shawn L. Hanlin, CEC
Rene J. Marquis, CEC, CCE, PCEC, CCA, AAC
Roland E. Schaeffer, CEC, AAC, HOF
Randy J. Torres, CEC
David J. Turcotte, CEC, AAC

ACF Staff
Heidi Cramb 
Kevin Brune
Patricia A. Carroll
Tracy Smith
Michelle Whitfield, MHA

Roniece Weaver & Associates, Inc. (RWA)

RWA is an Orlando-based consulting nutrition practice, headed by 
Roniece Weaver, MS, RD, LD. Its focus is on integrating food, wellness, and 
innovative cooking strategies. RWA was responsible for testing, evaluation, 
and recipe standardization. 
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